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To: Diane 

Group 1700 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Dear Diane; 

Re: Patricia DE JONG et al, 

U.S. Patent Appln. 09/857,796 
Filed June 11, 2 001 



Thank you for your phone call of Monday, April 21, 
regarding the RCE in the above-identified application filed on 
April 4, 2003. You indicated that you thought we had miscal- 
culated the extra claims fees, such that an additional $126 in 
fees was owing. 

I have reviewed what we filed on April 4, and it 
seems to me that we got the extra claim fees right. The ap- 
plication as originally filed contained 13 claims, including 
one independent, so that was covered by the basic filing fee. 
During prosecution, claims 1-13 were cancelled and a new set 
of claims 14-26 was introduced, with claims 14-26 including 
only one independent claim. Therefore, no extra claim fees 
were incurred at that stage. 

By way of the Request for Continued Examination 
filed April 4, 2003, the previously-pending claims 14-26 (in- 
cluding one independent claim) are preserved, and new claims 
27-55 (including two independent claims) were added. There- 
fore, as of the filing of the RCE, there are 42 claims pend- 
ing, including three independent. As the three independent 
claims are covered by the original filing fee, the only extra 
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claim fees applicable would appear to be the $18 fee for 
claims in excess of 20, namely, the 22 extra claims introduced 
by the RCE . That yields $396, as indicated on the RCE trans- 
mittal . 

If I have overlooked something, please give me a 
call and we can discuss the matter further. 

Respectfully submitted, 

YOUNG & THOMPSON 



By ,UjJ^ ^ / AlA> i 
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